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SEEING & BELIEVING
RESTORATION FROM FAILURE

JOHN 21

1. Trust  ___________________________________________ (vv. 1-14)
John 21 (ESV)
1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the 
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 
himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called 
the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons 
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were 
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 
went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus 
stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that 
it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you 
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to 
them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 
7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was 
stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 
of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a 
hundred yards off. 9 When they got out on land, they 
saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish 
that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 
153 of them. And although there were so many, the net 
was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so 
with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus 
was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from 
the dead.15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because 
he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and 
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you 
used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, 
but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and another will dress you and carry you where you 
do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what 
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying 
this he said to him, “Follow me.” 20 Peter turned and 
saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the 
one who also had leaned back against him during the 
supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to 
betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, 
“Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If 
it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad 
among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; 
yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, 
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you?” 24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness 
about these things, and who has written these things, 
and we know that his testimony is true. 25 Now there 
are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every 
one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself 
could not contain the books that would be written.

2. Know __________________________________________ (vv. 15-17)

3. Never __________________________________________ (vv. 15-17)

4. Keep  __________________________________________ (vv. 15-17)

5. Finish __________________________________________ (vv. 18-19)

6. Don’t  __________________________________________ (vv. 20-25)



REVIVAL FROM THE BIBLE READING
Date O.T. Psalms Gospels N.T.

12/13 Hosea 6-10 Psalm 141:5-10 John 16:16-24 Revelation 13:1-10
12/14 Hosea 11-14 Psalm 142 John 16:25-33 Revelation 13:11-18
12/15 Joel 1-3 Psalm 143:1-6 John 17:1-19 Revelation 14
12/16 Amos 1-5 Psalm 143:7-12 John 17:20-26 Revelation 15
12/17 Amos 6-9 Psalm 144:1-8 John 18:1-11 Revelation 16:1-11
12/18 Obadiah Psalm 144:9-15 John 18:12-24 Revelation 16:12-21

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. What are some of the wrong ways we react to failure in our own lives? What can you learn from the Lord’s 
restoration of Peter as you respond to failure in your own life?

2. Read Revelation 2:4. What are some of the ways your love for Christ might be tempted to wane? How can you 
fight to protect this love?

3. Read 1 Peter 4:7-11. While not every Christian has the role of pastor/shepherd, every Christian is called to serve 
the body of Christ! What are some of the ways you need to be faithful in doing that? What are some of the ways 
failure can make us want to stop serving others?

4. Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8. What are some of the biggest obstacles that could keep you from finishing the race well? 
What can you focus on today that will help you for whenever your race comes to an end?

5. Read John 21:22. What are some of the ways you might be tempted to be distracted by other Christians? How 
can you keep your focus on Jesus?

 

Here are some books which may help you dig deeper into what we studied 
today. While Pastor Ben cannot endorse everything about each book/
author, he does think these books are worth considering and reading.

MacArthur, John. The Gospel According to Jesus. 
Zondervan, 2008.
Piper, John. Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ. Crossway, 
2004.

Pray that God would help us respond to failure biblically.
Pray the God would preserve our love for him.
Pray that we would remain focused on following Jesus.
Pray that God would open doors to share the gospel this 
Christmas.  
Pray that God will provide a long-term home for CBCTV 
through the Taking Ground project.
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